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Witness for Peace volunteers in Jinotega report a series of kidnappings in the Pantasma area.
Between Nov. 3 and Nov. 15, contras kidnapped 15 people in four different incidents. In the first
on Nov. 3, contras kidnapped nine people, of whom six have since escaped, including a 22-year-
old teacher. WFP spoke with one of the escaped kidnap victims, who confirmed the kidnappings
of the others. On Nov. 6 a woman who works with the Nicaraguan Institute for Social Welfare was
kidnapped and held for 12 days. In addition, four people are reported kidnapped from Aserrio in
the Pantasma Valley, and another was kidnapped on Nov. 15, and escaped after 10 days. On Nov. 20,
contra forces attacked El Serrano, a small village 18 miles southeast of Nueva Guinea. The contras
entered the town at 4 a.m., and in the ensuing fighting wounded two civilians, among them a four-
year-old boy. The WFP mid-South delegation arrived in El Serrano on Nov. 24. On the evening
of Nov. 22, an estimated 30 contras attacked Santa Rosa, a cooperative on the edge of Wiwili, in
Jinotega. Three of the six men defending the cooperative were injured, three contras were wounded,
and one contra leader was reportedly killed. WFP visited the site and interviewed witnesses the
following morning. On the evening of Nov. 30, five contras killed Jose Apolonio Gonzalez and
three members of his family in Los Naranjitos, eleven miles north of Condega. According to official
reports, was at home with several members of his family when the contras entered the house.
His nephew, Eliodoro Calero Gonzalez, a member of the local militia, picked up his gun and shot
at the contras, killing three of them before they killed him. The contras shot and killed Eliodoro,
Jose Apolonio, and two other relatives, including a 13-year-old boy. They seriously injured a fifth,
who is now hospitalized in Esteli. On Dec. 2, contras killed three women when they ambushed a
municipal truck belonging to the community of Bocana de Paiwas in eastern Matagalpa. One of
the women, Carmen Mendieta, who had worked for over a year with the Cristo Rey development
project, was a Delegate of the Word in the Catholic Church, and the former head of AMNLAE, a
women's organization, in Paiwas. She was the mother of seven children, ages two to 15. According
to the truck driver, interviewed by US church workers just hours after the ambush, the contras
placed a Claymore mine in the road approximately seven miles outside of Paiwas, and detonated
the mine as the truck passed by. They shot a grenade through the windshield, which apparently
killed the three women, who were sitting right behind the cabin in the truck bed. In addition to the
civilians the three women and the truck driver , eight soldiers were on board to guard the truck and
its passengers. Five of them were seriously injured in the attack. Two bridges were destroyed in
the last week of November. On Nov. 21, contras blew up a bridge at a place called Belastral, near El
Nispero, on the Nueva Guinea road. It was unguarded at the time. A WFP delegation traveling to
Nueva Guinea two days later crossed an improvised bridge that had just been installed. On Nov. 27,
contras destroyed a small bridge near Yaosca, on the road from Waslala to Siuna. WFP volunteers
report that at least five bridges that have been destroyed on the road this year. (WFP newsbrief,
12/03/87. WFP is a church-sponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua. It
is the only private organization that attempts systematically to investigate every significant armed
confrontation in Nicaragua. WFP can be contacted at P.O. Box 29497, Washington, D.C. 20017.)
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